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of from fifteen to twenty; but it does not appear that they will
gain much by that, for the Lords will go on with their Com-
mittee and put Normanby on his trial without caring for the
vote of the Commons.
With regard to the merits of the case, Norrnanby's
Government was no doubt on the whole carried on in a very
good spirit; but as it was in an Irish spirit, it was of course
obnoxious to the old dominant party. There is not the
slightest suspicion that in his exercise of the prerogative of
mercy he was ever influenced by any improper motives or
showed any partiality; though Lord Wellesley said, that
* he dramatised royalty, and made mercy appear blind instead
of justice/ But the system is of very questionable propriety,
and on some occasions he probably was rather too free with
iis and went a little further than in strict prudence he ought
to have done. Generally speaking, however, on this point
as well as on the other grounds on which he has been
attacked, he has defended himself with great vigour and suc-
cess. The night after the debate, he gave Brougham a heavy
fall, and exposed his glaring inconsistency and falseness.
Brougham is said to have appeared more annoyed and crest-
fallen than ever he did before. He certainly made a very
poor and inefficient reply.
Nothing would be more unfortunate than a change of
Government as the result of this blow aimed by the House
of Lords, and under the auspices of Eoden, the leader of the
Orangemen. Ireland is the great strength of the present
Government as it is the weak point of the Tories 5 and if they
wenfc out, and Peel came in upon Ireland, and the principle
on which he should govern that country, he would never
keep his place, and nobody could tell what troubles might
not ensue. It is PeePs interest that Irish questions should
assume such a shape, and make such a progress, before
he returns to office, as should render their final adjustment
inevitable. If things were left alone, and time and the hour
permitted us to run through the present rough days, it would
be impossible to prevent great changes taking place before
long. The country is beset with difficulties on all sides, if